
M~. Robe~t P. Montgome~y

4131 West 99th Street
Overland Park, Kansas 66207

February 10, 1993

Ms. Jan Meyers
1230 Longworth Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Ms. Meyers
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(fACE OF THE SECHETARY

Every American has hislher favorite form of leisure. I find
my relaxation in constructing and operating radio-controlled
model airplanes, and I share this interest with a large num
ber of aviation enthusiasts who have formed clubs and organi
zations across the country. I have a major commitment in
vested in this hobby in terms of dollars and time. I person
ally own two radios and five R!C models, and I have a work
shop full of other products necessary to constructing and
operating my models. '

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that is currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the
new rule will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for RIC model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability.

Our radio-control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio-control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90
allows for safe use of RiC aircraft and surface models by
keeping 10 Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and
frequencies used by RiC enthusiasts. The new part 88 will
allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequen
cies available to us, eliminating safe use of at least 31 of
50 channels on the 72 MHz band (for RIC aircraft) and 10 of
the 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band (for RiC cars and
boats) now used by hobbyists. In fact, more channels will
likely be affected.
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When we operate our R/Cmodels, we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is dimin
ished, as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will
become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

To demonstrate the popularity of this hobby, you need only to
look to the "Byron's Expo" which, until last year, has been
held in Ida Grove, Iowa. It was just moved to the Des Moines
area to accomodate the growing crowds of spectators and par
ticipants. This annual event has been the single largest
spectator event in the State of Iowa every year for the. past
several years, and is still growing.

I don't think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the
operation conditions of land mobile radio users at the ex
pense of the radio-control modelers. The FCC may not think
we are as important as business users of radio, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio equip
ment. It is a sizeable industry that must be saved from these
detrimental FCC actions. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commer
cial aviation industry.

Please help us to continue the safe enjoyment of our leisure
time hobby by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal
PR Docket 92-235 for the 72-76 MHz band. We all need your
help urgently because the FCC has a deadline of February 26,
1993 after which it may become more difficult to avoid halt
ing these proposals from going into effect.

Sincerely, ~

~~2tgomer~'7
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7630 Pawnee
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208

February 8,1993

The Honorable Jan Meyers
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Ms. Meyers:

FEDERAl C~MUNICATlaiJS COOMISSlOtJ
OFACEOfTHESECRETARY

I have been constructing and flying radio controlled model airplanes for over
twenty years.

Recently I was informed about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission. The proceeding is
PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily
used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the
other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land frequencies by splitting them into
narrower band widths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land
mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations.

I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of
model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of the operators and bystanders, and the protection of property.
Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the
radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as



proposed by the FCC the remaining frequencies will become congested and the
margin of '-tywiU be a....tJy deer.Md.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to ten feet and
weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to
build. I personally have $1 ,000 of equipment that will be useless if the PR Docket
92-235 is not defeated. The planes are capable of causing property damage,
serious injury, even death, if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of the craft. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order
to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of
land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may
not think we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby
gives me many hours of enjoyment. Please help me continue the safe enjoyment
of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76
MHz band as outlined in PR Docket 92-235.

Sincerely,

t\~(]-~~

Timothy P. Busenbark

TPB:ah
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The Honorable Jan Meyers
U.S. House of Representatives
Raybur'n House Office Building, Room #2338
Independence Avenue & S. Capitol Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear- Ms. Meyers

I am an engineer in the Telecommunication Indust["y and enJcy
constr-ucting and flying ["adio controlled models as a hobby/spo["t
and as a pastime with my son. I also have many friends in the
hcbby and I am concer-ned about the Fede["al Communications
Commission CFCCj Not~ce of Proposed Rule Making CNPRM-PR Docket
92-235) .

Between my son and I, we own seve["al ["adios and fly both
model a:~pla~es and helioopte["s. Ou[" investment in the hobby is
~ell over $~,OCO. In addition tc our invsstme~tt a rna,Jor concern
1n au[" hebby is the safety of those involved.

Should NPRM-PR Docket 92-235 be adcpted, the ne~ ["ules will
g["eatly ["educe the usability of frequenclEs ourren~ly assigned
for- model use and increase the ["isk cf accidents and attendant
liability for oontrolling model air-planes.

Ou[" ["adio contr-ol frequencies a["e in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band is primaril~ used for private land mobil dispatch
ope["ations. However, ou[" ["adio control frequencies in this band
are fa[" enough apa~t from the land mobile f["equencies that we
have beer. able to sha["e the band w~thout either ~se interfering
with the other.

Now the FCC want to c["eate mo["e land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into nar["owe[" bandwidths and ["ea["["anging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the ["adio cont["cl frequencies and cause interference to radio
cont["ol oper-ations. I understand that of the SO fLequencies that
are p["esently available fo[" ["adlo cont["ol of model air-planes,
only 19 frequencies will be left if these new ["ules a["e adapted.

When we fly model airplanes unde[" ["adio cont["ol, we go to
great lengths tc assu["e the safet~ of the cpe["atc["s and
bystanders and the p["otection of property. Many of ou[" safety
p["ecauticns invol~e the ca~eful coordination and use cf the radio
control f["equencies. If the numbe~ of usable ~~equencles is
diminished as p["oposed by the F::, the remaining frequencies will
become oongested and the mar-gin of safety ~ill be greatly
decreased.



Please unde~stand that man~ model ai~planes have wing spans
of 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 to ~o pounds. The models
themselves a~e expensive to build: but mo~e impo~tant, the~ a~e

capable of causing p~ope~ty damage, se~ious inJu~y o~ even death
ifradio--intar-fersnce causes-thecperator--to lose-cantr-ol of'the
c~~ft. We often fly ou~ models at o~ganized events and contest
where hund~eds of operato~s pa~ticipate. We need the use of ou~

full complement of radio f~equencies in o~de~ to aSSG~e a safe
flying envi~onment for both pa~ticipants and observers.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to impr~ve the
ope~ating conditions of land mobile radio use~s at the expense of
~adio oontrol modele~s, who contribwte greatly to many new
designs in oomme~cial aviation and electronic. The FC: ma~ not
oonside~ us as important as business use~s of radio. but we have
a conside~able investment in our models and in our ~adio

equipment. The hobby provides many hou~s of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and member of my family. The
hobby is a fast g~owing one and will require additional usable
fre~uenoies and not less in the future.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of ~y pastime by
not allo~ing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-75 riHz
band, as p~oposed by ?R Docket 92-235.

Randall Li:jtl-e

157~C W l!.fSth St
Olathe. Kansas 66062



!J,(r. df !Mrs. 1£ .t. Cfayttm
12201 'Wtst 55tli 'Tanru ,i .sMwnu, 9(pnsa: 66216 .

The Honorable .)al. 1'1eyers
,1230 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mrs. Meyers:

I have been involved in model aviation for fourteen years.
I am very active in a local club whose members enjoy constructing
and operating radio controlled model airplanes. This hobby is also
a good way to get young peoples interest in something worth while
instead of turning to drugs or crime to keep from being bored. On
the other end of the scale, I have many retired friends who derive
many hours of pleasure from this hobbY,which helps to keep them
active and their minds sharp.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications commission(FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability 'for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control freq~encies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders
and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models
themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are
capable of causing property
damage, serious injury,or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the aircraft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
and participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio



frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my 14 Yr. pastime
by not allowing the FCC to carry out it's proposals for the 72-76
MHz band.

Sincerely, .

q£~~{!~;hawnee'KS'
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HOBBY HAVEN
Metcalf South Shopping Center

9609 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS 66212

(913) 381-3111

RECEIVED

The Honorable Jan Myers
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mrs. Myers:

We own a retail hobby store, and we are very concerned about a
proposed rule change now pending with the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC).

The proposed rule change is in PR Docket 92-235. This would
replace Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows
for the safe use of radio controlled aircraft and surface models
by keeping a 10 Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and
frequencies used by radio control (RIC) hobbyists. The new Part
88 will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of
frequencies used by the RIC hobbyists. Currently there are 50
frequencies in the 72 Mhz band now reserved and used for radio
controlled aircraft, and 30 frequencies in the 75 Mhz band
reserved and used for radio controlled cars and boats.

The new Part 88, as proposed by the FCC, will eliminate the safe
use of at least 31 of the 50 frequencies now used for aircraft,
and at least 10 of the 30 frequencies now used for cars and
boats.

The FCC is proposing to insert new frequencies between existing
radio control frequencies, and assign the use thereof to mobile
and cellular phones. These new frequencies would be within 2.5
Khz of the existing RIC frequencies, and the mobile phone
equipment would be broadcasting with probably 10 times more
power than is permitted in the radio control industry.

The result will be for a mobile phone user to inadvertently
override the signal from a hobbyist radio control device, and
cause the airplane, boat or whatever, to go out of control. The
airplane is sure to be destroyed, and the safety of all who are
around will be jeopardized. Imagine an airplane, weighing
anywhere from 4 to 30 pounds. traveling 40 to 100 mph. and with
a propel lor probably turning 10,000 rpm, suddenly going out of
control and becoming a deadly missile. If it strikes a person,
it will cause severe injury, or worse.

The impact of this new rule, if it is permitted to go into
effect. will be devastating to an entire industry. There are
thousands of hobby stores in the United States, giving
employment to tens of thousands of clerks. These stores are
supplied by distributors and manufacturers, and those in the
radio control part of the industry will be heavily impacted.
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RadiQ ..aontrol is a very substantial part of the hobby industry,
and the proposed FFC rule change will cause many existing stores
to go out of business.

About 4 years ago the FCC changed the rules applicable to radio
control equipment, and forced the industry to develop new
equipment that was much more accurate. This is commonly called
the "narrow band" rule. Previously radio control frequencies
were 40 Khz apart, and the "narrow band" rule required the
equipment to be capable of operating 20 Khz apart. Between each
radio control frequency there are commercially used frequencies,
which are 10 Khz from the radio control frequencies.

The hobby industry accepted this, and developed the new
equipment, at an enormous cost. The hobbyists invested
literally millions of dollars buying new equipment or having
their existing equipment converted. All of this will be wasted
if the proposed new rules become effective.

While it may be possible to develop radio control systems so
selective and sensitive that they can reject competing and
interferring signals from much more powerful mobile phone
transmi t tors, it certainly wi 11 not be economically feasibl e.
If it were possible to develop such equipment, the cost to the
consumer would be prohibitive.

Radio control of airplanes, boats and cars require a number of
safe frequencies, so that multiple numbers of hobbyists may
operate their equipment at the same time. You cannot have two
airplanes operating at the same field, on the same frequency, at
the same time.

We urge you to do whatever you can, to stop this FCC rule
change. The mobile phone industry may need more.frequencies,
but the only sensible approach is for the FCC to assign new
frequencies that will not destroy the hobby industry.

We will appreciate your efforts.

Very~ tru}y yours,

~;;K~
Linda Kinton
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ALLIED-CALLAWAY EQUIPMENT CO., INC.

300 Charlotte Street • 816-471-5505 • FAX 816-842-5589 •

February 16, 1993

The Honorable Jan Meyers
1230 Longworth Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: NPRM-PR Docket 92-235

Dear Congresswoman Meyers,

I am a long time aviation enthusiast. Becoming a
private pilot in 1970, and actively involved in radio control
modeling since 1967. I also hold a Technician class amateur
radio license.

Currently, I am active in radio control pattern
aerobatics and have qualified with 20 others to complete in.
the F.A.I. F3A International Team Selection Finals to be held
this June; the top three competitors of which will go on to
the World Championships - very similar to the full scale
United States Aerobatic Team in national stature.

Because of the depth of involvement, ~ have several
thousand dollars worth of equipment required for successful
competition - competition radios and aircraft, practice
radios and aircraft, support and test equipment, special
transportation crates for long distance competition
locations, a larger vehicle than I otherwise would have and
other considerations of investment in the hobby/sport.

This is in addition to the almost countless hours in
preparation of World Class competition aircraft - on top of
the time required to practice the sophisticated series of
maneuvers required in the International F3A class of Powered
Aerobatic Competition.

The FCC has issued a Notice of Proposed Rule Making 
PR92-235 which I feel would have a detrimental effect on the
radio control hobby/sport by inserting a large number of new
frequencies very close to those in existence. Because of the
cost of developing radio equipment with circuitry discrete
and reliable enough to be mass produced both for R.C. and
land mobile service; that technology would not be available
for years and would in effect make the proposed bracketed
R.C. channels useless.

Page 1 of 2
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The most overpowering reason for leaving the frequencies
as they stand related to the above-is safety. My aircraft in
a given series of maneuvers travel at an average of 80 - 140
M.P.H, weigh 8 - 12 pounds and I practice at a local public
park - designated for R.C. use. If I would practice with a
radio on one of the affected channels and someone on a mobile
unit was in the area, my transmitter and receiver would "have
a failure to communicate"; The airplane would come down who
knows where and who knows what it would hit.

The entire industry just went through updating our
radios to 1991 standards and we still have problems with
people with non 1991 rated sets causing problems with
interference as it is.

Do you think everyone is just going to pitch all the
current equipment or change to other frequencies at a cost of
$200.00 - $1500.00 per set?

There are literally hundreds of thousands of sets of
R.C. equipment that would be affected.

Therefore I request PR 92-235 as it affects frequencies
now in use for R.C. channels not be implemented.

nu·,·.'
/f. . . ..'
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"ichard B. Strickland, President
Allied-Callaway Equipment Co., Inc.
816-471-5505
9625 Beverly Dr.
Overland Park, KS. 66207
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myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment ofmy pastime by not .uowing the FCC
to carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the 7'},.76 MHz band. We all need your help
uraently because the FCC has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may become
more dflftcult to halt these proposals from goilll into effect.

Sincerely,

Michael L. Ford

P.S. As a registered republican, I find it irritating that four years ago a long term solution
could not have been worked out by the FCC. This constant vacillation by them is inexcusable
and destructive. How often can we afford to keep replacing our equipment? How wouJdit be if
this new role increases the almost nonexistent accident rate for this hobby?



US REPRESENTATIVE JAN HYERS
1230 LONGWORTH BLDG
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

. "
j~~ ~ ~

RECEIVED

1~~~j 'M"'R _, J \993
- "/'\llUlltiC~l\aISc()AMISSlQf<\f£t)ElW._* gtCf\t1AR~

DEAR MS MEYERS j JANUARY 19, 1993

SINCE MY RETIREMENT FROM GOVERNMENT SERVICE I DERIVE MANY HOURS OF
ENJOYMENT FROM CONSTRUCTING AND OPERATING RADIO CONTROLLED MODEL
AIRPLANES. I ALSO WORK WITH MANY UNDERPRIVELEGED CHILDREN IN THIS
HOBBY. DURING MY TENURE WITH THE FAA FLIGHT STANDARDS DIVISION IN
KANSAS CITY I WORKED FREQUENTLY WITH NOTICES OF PROP(OSED RULE
MAKING <NPRM) .

I AM VERY CONCERNED ABOUT PROPOSED RULES THAT ARE CURRENTLY UNDER
COSIDERATION BY THE FEDDERAL COMMUNICATION COMMISSION <FCC). THE
RULE CHANGE IS PR DOCKET 92-235. IF ADOPTED, THE NEW RULES WILL
GREATLY REDUCE THE USABILITY OF FREQUENCIES CURRENTLY ASSIGNED FOR
MODEL USE AND INCREASE THE RISK OF LIFE THREATENING ACCIDENTS AND
ATTENDENT LIABILITY BOTH ON THE USER AND THE GOVERNMENT FOR CONTROL
LING MODEL AIRPLANES.

OUR RADIO CONTROL FREQUENCIES ARE IN THE 72-76MHz BAND. THIS BAND
IS PRIMARILY USED FOR PRIVATE LAND MOBILE DISPATCH OPERATfONS.
HOWEVER, OUR RADIO CONTROL FREQUENCIES IN THIS BAND ARE FAR ENOUGH
APART FROM THE LAND MOBILE FREQUENCIES THAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
SHARE THE BAND WITHOUT EITHER USE INTERFERING WITH THE OTHER.

NOW THE FCC WANTS TO CREATE MORE LAND MOBILE FREQUENCIES BY SPLITT
ING THEM INTO NARROWER BANDWIDTHS AND REARRANGING THE BAND PLAN. AS
A RESULT, MANY LAND MOBIL FREQLUENCIES WILL MOVE CLOSER TO THE RADIO
CONTROL FREQUENCIES AND CAUSE INTERFERENCE TO RADIO CONTROL OPER
ATIONS. I AM TOLD THAT OF THE 50 FREQUENCIES THAT ARE PRESENTLY
AVAILABLE FOR RADIO CONTROL OF MODEL AIRPLANES, ONLY 19 WILL REMAIN
IF THESE NEW RULES ARE ADOPTED,

WHEN WE FLY OUR MODEL AIRPLANES UNDER RADIO CONTROL, WE GO TO GREAT
.LENGTH:. ' TO ASSURE THE SAFETY OF OPERATORS AND BYSTANDERS AND

THE PROTECTION OF PROPERTY. MANY OF OUR SAFETY PRECAUTIONS INVOLVE
THE CAREFUL COORDINATION AND USE OF THE RADIO CONTROL FREQUENCIES.
IF THE REMAINING FREQUENCIES WILL BECOME CONGESTED AND THE MARGIN OF
SAFETY WILL BE ALMOST NIL .

. 'FOR YOUR INFORMATION MANY MODEL AIRPLANES HAVE WING SPANS UP TO
10 FEET AND WEIGH AS MUCH AS 30 TO 40 POUNDS. THE MODEL THEMSELVES
ARE EXPENSIVE TO BUILD i BUT MORE TO THE POINT, ARE CAPABLE OF PROP
PERTY DAMAGE ,SERIOUS INJURY, OR EVEN DEATH IF RADIO INTERFERENCE
CAUSES THE OPERATOR TO LOSE CONTROL OF THE CRAFT. WE OFTEN FLY OUR
MODELS AT ORGANIZLED EVENTS WHERE HUNDREDS OF OPERATORS PARTICIPATE
AND HUNDREDS OF SPECTATORS ARE PRESENT. WE NEED THE FULL COMPLIMENT
OF RADIO FREQUENCIES TO ASSUR A SAFE FLYING ENVIRONMENT.

I DO THINK IT IS WISE FOR THE FCC TO SEEK TO IMPROVE THE OPERATING
CONDITIONS OF LAND MOBILE USERS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE RADIO CONTROL
MODELERS._ THE FCC MAY NOT THINK WE ARE AS IMPORTANT AS BUSINESS USERS



OF RADIOS, BUT WE HAVE A COSIDERABLE INVESTMENT IN OUR MODELS AND
IN OUR RADIO EQUIPMENT.

PLE4~E HELP US CONTINUE THE SAFE ENJOYMENT OF OUR PASTIME BY NOT
ALLO:~NG THE FCC TO ACT UPON IT'S PROPOSAL FOR THE 72-76MHz BAND.

~ERELY, { 6 ( .

YIla~A .;Jf~
FRANK W. WEBB
3511 WEST 48TH ST
SHAWNEE MISSION, KS 66205



February 4. 1993

Jan Meyers
1230 Longworth Building
Washington. DC 20515

Dear Mrs. Meyers:

Subject: NPRM PR Docket 92-235

I'm retired, but still working part time. I have been Vice President and
President of the 114th Jayhawk Squadron of Johnson County, Kansas which
promotes the building and flying of giant size radio control scale model
airplanes. I was the "Event Director" of the International Miniture Aircraft
Assn. (IMAA) Annual Rally of Giants '92 Fly-in held at Richards-Gebaur
Airport in Kansas City June 19-23, 1992 This Rally brought together 478
pilots with over 700 aircraft. It was the greatest assembly of giant size
radio control model aircraft in the world. I own 3 planes - a P-51
Mustang. an F4U Corsair and a sport plane.

We are developing programs to work with the Boy Scouts of America as well
as Big Brothers to further promote aviation interest for young minds.·

We are very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our
radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile. frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either
use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result,
many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of
model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precausitons involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of
usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.



01·'·

"

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet
and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure
a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our
radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to teh advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing
the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

:;;~~4(,q!
Howard G. Wolf (,A...../-1-
11921 W. 66th Street
Shawnee, KS 66216
(913) 631-6346



The Honorable Jan Meyers
1230 Longworth Bldg
\Vashington, DC 20515

Dear Ms. Meyers:

JAN 26 199.3
1/18193

My name is Brett BeIUlett, and I am the president ofthe JayHawk Model Masters
Radio Control Club. Our club has approximately 45 members. all ofwhich all have one
conunon interest -- the joy fOlUId in building and flying radio control (RIC) model aircraft.
I personally have 6 radio systems I use to tly my various airplanes. The value ofthe radJ.o
equipment alone is over $1000. I point this out because I know the average member ofoW"
club has at least $500 worth of radio equipment most ofwhich seems to be at peril
because ofaFederal CommlUlication Commission (FCC) proposal. My professional
training is that ofan Electrical Engineer. Because ofiliat I am very aware ofthe dangers of
the FCC proposal to our hobby's future.

I am very concerned about the proposed rules that are currently under consideration
by the FCC. The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. Ifadopted the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability offrequencies currently assigned for model use and significantly
increase the risk ofaccidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies for airplanes are in the 72 MHz band. Land based
models use the i5 NIhz band. These two uses fall into a wider band, 72-76 :MHz. This
wider band is primarily used for private land-mobile dispatch operations. Our RiC
frequencies in this band are currently far enough apart from the land-mobile frequencies
that we are able to share the band without either use intertering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land-mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrO"~jer bandwidths 3Ild rearr3Ilging the band pl3Il. As a result, many 13Ild-mobile
frequencies will move closer to the RiC frequencies and will no doubt cause catastrophic
interference to RJe operations. As Il.Ulderstand it ofthe 50 frequencies that are presently
available for radio control ofmodeI airplanes, only 19 will be left ifthese new mles are
adopted. That could translate into some $22,000 worth ofradio equipment being rendered
useless in our club alone! Human nature being what it is means, that many ofour club
members will continue to use the previously FCC-sanctioned equipment lUItil that 'unlucky'
day occurs ana their airplane goes out ofcontrol because a mobile wit too close begins to
transmit. uts hope it crashes in 3Il empty tleld, and not into a group ofspectators.

\~en we fly our PJC model airplanes, we go to great lengths to assure the safety
ofthe operators. bystanders and nearby property. Many ofour safety precautions involve
dIe careful coordination and use ofthe RiC iiequencies. Ifthe lllUuber of usable



frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining .frequencies will become
c~~ste(t~t!etrllll"~_~rsllf~ty_wiltbe8!!~Y decreased

Ple.e understand that many modeI airplanes have wing 8p8ll8 up to 10 feet and
weigh as nwch as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but
more to the point, they are capable ofcausing property damage, serious injmy or even
death. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where literally hundreds of
operators participate. Imagine ifyou will, a 30 or 40 pound model traveling at 60-80
MPH, going out ofcontrol and heading toward a group ofspectators. We NEED the use
or our faD. complem.eat of radio freguelldes In order to assure a safe flyig
environment.

I do not dlink it is wise oftlle FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of
land-mobile radio users at the expense ofRIC modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users ofradios, but please consider we have a large investment in
our models and our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours ofenjoyment to
thousands ofpeople like the members ofour club and myself:

Please help me and my club members continue the safe enjoyment of our lavorite
pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal tor the 72-76 MHz band. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

--;(/ f1;:;='-II ') ~. ('- j'. .
1~-' -VoN\. '/.....

Brett Bennett
Pres. JayHawk Model Masters

Brett BelUlett
JayHawk Model Masters
POB 3908
Lawrence. KS. 66046

cc:
Club Membership


